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Recycling mercury-impacted scrap metal: Key issues and research needs
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The recycling of mercury-impacted scrap metal can emit measurable amounts of mercury; however, existing characterization data 
are insufficient to fully understand the origin, key sources, and concentrations of mercury within scrap metal and the recycling 

process. Currently, industry-specific mercury emissions guidance values exist for many known anthropogenic mercury sources (e.g., 
coal-fired utility plants and waste incinerators), but are largely nonexistent for scrap metal processing and recycling facilities. Given 
the lack of significant guidance for recycling mercury-impacted scrap metal, these other values can provide a useful framework to 
potentially guide the development of mercury acceptance and release criteria/limits for recycling facilities. Of particular importance 
to occupational health and safety professionals, additional information on the origin, source, nature, and extent of mercury-impacted 
metal in scrap is important for assessing measures to protect scrap metal recycling workers from potential health and safety hazards 
that might be posed by the processing and melting of mercury-impacted metal.
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