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According to a research, Parkinson’s disease is characterised by
degeneration of Dopaminergic cells in the substantia nigra pars
compacta.

The pars compacta is a part of the substantia nigra which is located
in an area of the brain called the basal ganglia (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Pathway of Parkinsons disease characterised by the
degeneration of dopaminergic cells in the substantia nigra pars
compacta.

Above is a flow-chart describing the pathway of Parkinson’s disease
characterised by the degeneration of dopaminergic cells in the
substantia nigra pars compacta located in the basal ganglia [1]. The
SNc (Substantia Nigra Pars Compacta) is what that is affected by
Parkinson’s disease and evidently its influence is only one way, it is
unimpacted by any other part of the ganglia.

Valproic acid is a substance that is known to cause Parkinson-like
symptoms. Its effect is supposedly, exactly the negative of curing
Parkinson's but it is possible that it could also serve to reverse the path
of influence through the ganglia and allow positive results in patients.

In a recent study, Brazilian researches showed a decisive indication
for valproic acid to be effective against Parkinson's disease, although in
Mice that were treated for just two weeks [2].

Their experiment showed that VA partly reversed the behavioral,
neurochemical, histological and immune-histochemical alterations
observed in the untreated 6 OHDA lesion animals, the results were
decisive, even if not conclusive and prove the above logic to possibly
have some merit.

Further studies are necessary to examine exactly the impact of
treating Parkinson's disease patients with valproic acid.
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